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ent on him. Why, then, should he leave instruction in any
matter concerning the -Order ? Therefore, 0 Ananda, be ye
lamps unto yourselves. Be ye refuges to yourselves. Hold
fast to the truth as a lamp. Hold fast as a refuge to the
truth. Look not for refuge to any one beside yourselves."

Another testimony of the rationality of Buddhism is its
attitude towards miracles and wonders. That in a religion
which recognises no supernatural or extramundane god there
can be no miraculous interference from outside nature needs
so special proof. Nevertheless the possibility of acquiring
wonderful powers by wholly natural means is not denied.
The Buddha is described in the legend as acquiring the six
abhijnds with the attainment of perfect enlightenment.
Further the legend speaks- of the concurrence of wonderful
natural phenomena, such as earthquakes and thunderstorms,
with events of extraordinary ethical significance. ' Still the
disciples of the Buddha are not permitted under any circum-
stances to work wonders or boast of 'supernatural powers
to raise themselves in the esteem of others. The legend
says that Pindola, being challenged by heretics to work a
miracle, flew up into the air, and brought down an alms-bowl
which had been fixed on a pole. The Buddha reproved him
for this, and forbade his disciples to work miracles for display.
On one occasion some of his adherents entreated the Buddha
to permit his missionaries to work wonders, as that would
elevate them in the eyes of others. The Buddha replied as
follows :* " There are three kinds of miracles. The first is
the miracle of power, in which extraordinary power is mani-
fested, as in walking on water, exorcising devils, raising the
dead and so forth. When the believer sees such things his
faith may become deepened, but it would not convince the
unbeliever, who might think that these things are done by
the aid of magic. I therefore see danger in such miracles,
and I regard them as shameful and repulsive. The second
is the miracle of prophecy, such as thought-reading, soothsay-
ing, fortune-telling, etc. Here also there would be disappoint-
ment, for these too in the eyes of the unbeliever would be
no better than extraordinary magic. The last is the miracle
of instruction. When any of my disciples brings round a

* TTAvarlrlha Sntta.